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Introduction

1, “The populstion of the toan of Tlumacz (48-52N, 25-00L) was composed, during

the first Soviet cceoupation (1939-1941), of three ethnic groups: dJows,
Ukrainians, and Poles. The population of the surrounding country was composed
of Polas and Ukruiniena. .

Local idministretion wnd Communist Party Organlzation

© 2, The town of Tlumicz is toe seat of the regional suviet (iu Usrainiun, uhrugoa
. Ruga) which is locuted in the old Joyuz (pre-wur Usrailiafl ¢oupurative) wnd
Togronul Lribunal (Okruznyi. Sud) buildin:x, the oulluin_ wabva also aouses tae
headyvarters of the militid. The militiumen wear caps witi li ot blue or
doap rod.bands. ' ‘

5. The reglonal %tribundl is concerned only with matters of cormunal law.
Political affairg are tried at Lvov und politicul prisoners are imuediately
'meﬁwmdtothﬂ'mmu', . .

4. The seat of the reglonul committee of the VEP is locuted on Solagicks Street
in the Komsomol building, where the bureaus of the latter organigation
are also locuted. . The local Party organization consists essentiully of two
slowonts: &) +the older members, recruited exclusively among elements from
alsewhere inm the U3Si; und b) the young elemente, recruited in lurge part
from among the locaul youth, already formed into the Komsomol.

Deportution, arrests,«nd Provocations

25X1X 6. did not witness any mass deportetione
sarrisd out by the SOVie::ﬁ;tii2§’$ha Pirst owcupation, s velisves that
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there were none in the village itself, axcept for some Folish officials and
merchemte; He heard that the deportations were more extensive in the country,
whers it primerily affected the Poles und also some more welleto-do Ukrainian
farmers. A%t least 40 Polish families were deported. The German occupation
was markcd by the exterminetion of the Jewish elements. However, many of the
Jows returned after the recocupation of the town by the Soviets,

Irmediately after the entry of Soviet troops in the spring of 1944 arrests
began, sspecially among the collaborators, generally the Ukrainiens. The
arrests were made by militury personnel, better dressed than ordinary
soldiers, who wore flat round caps with deep red bunds. Six months later,
in the autumn of 1944, deportations of Polish and Ukrainian peasants took
place, The Jews were not disturbed. The farms of the deportees were dis-
tributed sumong the landless Ukrainiuns and even Poles who uid nut cume frow
the USSR and who were not nutives of the Tlumaos repion but came from other
regions, notably from Soviet Galicia,

The Pclish~Soviet Reputriation Commission, wnich Was at Ilumacz in 1945 and
1946, cecsed to funotion before all of the Poles wao were desirous of being
repatriated to Polund were abls to return, The result was that a good many
Pokas, contrary to itheir wish, wers not able to leave the territory annexed
by the USSR, These Poles work as laborers or kolkhosniki; some of them even
vooupy subordinate positions in the administration and in the militiu,

In 1947 and 1949 the informant heard of mass deportations of Polish farmers in
the regions of Lvov, Tarncpol, and Stanislav., To his knowledge, however, no
such operatione were heard of in the immediate environs of the town of Tlumacs.
The deportations of 1947 and 1949 also affected ths Ukrainian farmers.

the mass colonization of the Tlumacs region by
eloments from the Russian and Asistic parts of the U3SR. The colonization
by the Soviets affects only the top of the sosial and politiocul hierarchy
and the oadrsg. all of the directing posts of the public administration, of
the village distriot, of the militia, of the vommercial and industrial
establishments, of the industrial cooperatives (artels) or rural cooperatives
(kolkhosy), of the railrcads, and of the sohools are cococupied by Soviets-»
that 1is, by Russians, Ukralnians, or Jews from elsewhers in the USSK. The
natives ocoupy only subordinate posts in ths administration «nda in the militia.
In industry, oommerce, or egriculture the natives only reach the rank of
spsolelized workers {for exumple, railroad machinists) but there are Soviets
even in these posts,

Besides the arrests and deportetions previously mentioned, the informant
heard of tho arrest, in Tlumsaos or in the environs of the town, at the
boginning of 1948, of ten members of the A.X. (unidentified abbreviation).
mm also heard from time to time of srrests for
sspiondge Dut he can give no precise information on the subjeot. These do not

a&ppoar o have boon mass arreats,

m‘n‘ police provocations. The provocateurs,

Si0g waelves as po oal refugees, somotimes ask asylum of individuals,
Aftor having bsen harbored, they may disuppear but the following night their
hosts and {amilies ure arrested. Such cases of provooation occur aspecially

in the towns and ure much mors rare ia the country.

Sohools,

The schools are served exclusively by Soviet teaching personnel, Instruction
is believed to be dome entirely in Russian. {This information may not Le
exact, Teaching in the Ukraine, even in the univerasities, is done prinoipally
in Ukrainian, The error oould arise from the faot that the Ukrainian taught
by the Sowiets differs significantly from that tsught in Gulicia before the
war.

The ten=year gohool whioch formerly existed at Tlumacz hus heen liquidated,

There remain only the seven-year schools, . ten-year scaool is located in
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Stanlslav und students go there for their secondary eduocation. However,
800988 to secondary education is not easy for everyoneé. In praotice, only
the Soviots and Party members ocan enroll their children in ten-year schools.
In order to do mo, they must present a certificate of politiocal loyaity
isgued by the communal authority and approved by the regional soviet. It is
also necessary to =ssure the support of the Party. This pructice provokes
disoontent among the looal population beocause it condemns the children of
natives to a very modest existencs,

Chuggp

«% Tiumacs there is a Roman Catholic Church and & Uniat Church (sastern rite),
each one under a ourate. However, it is noted tast tae two priests wio servs
thess churches ure not those who were thers at tne beginning of the second
Soviet occuputions The Roman Catholic priest left voluntuarily for Poland una
was replaced by another. The present priest also serves saveral rural
parisnes in the environs of Tlumaos. He weurs a ocussook, He is cuiiged to
work in & mill, probably in order to meet tie taxes which »:o imposed on
oumewarking elements. Also, he can say mass only on Zunday, The priest of
the eastern rite also disappeared, Ho was replaced by un old man, married,
father of a family, bearded, with long hair worn undsr a oylindrioal toque.
This priest doss not work., The population doss not like him beocsuse they
£ind him too pro=Soviet., &ll tho svidence is that he is an urthodox priest
sent by the Soviet authorities %o raplace the priest of the sastern rite,

a faot which the local population seems to ignore., In general, except for
the old people, the people do not go to either ohurch for fear of being
"badly noted".

-

Industry and Agrisulture

Thers is no large industry in either Tlumaocz or its environs. There are only
two mills (nationalized) in the village itself and some coopsratives grouping
togethar former oraft and commercial wrtels, Theas organizations are under
Sovist direotion. In practice there are no longer any artisans or merchunts
working individually. In the railrouds, with the exoeption of some oommon
laborers and o Polish machinists, «ll the personnsl ias Soviet, In the
environs of the town there are one sovkhoz and several kollliozy, all ade
wministered by the Soviets., The workers of ihe first aud tue wewbers of the
others ars reoruitad from among the nativs population. Thére are only a

fow individual furmers. One cannot say thut ths adnerence to tne kolkuoszy

iz obligatory and that the peasants ars compellad oy police measures. Ths
msans of pressure which the authorities use are almost exclusively of a
finxnelal or economic types very high tuxes againet indivudal economy, und
delivery quotas (prinoipally of meat) which are almost imposgible to meet.

in order to deliver the joods required and to avoid court proceedings, the
confiscation of goods, and deportation, the peusant is very often obliged to
buy the quantities which he lucks on the bluok market, & practice which, after
two or thres sessons, invarisbly leads to ruin., He then requasts, "of his
omn will", admission to the kolkhos. admission is not always an easy thing,
for the decision depends on the assembly of the members of the kolkhoz,
presided over by the Scviet director., The latter presents the candidutes and
asks each member for his advice, partioularly whether he has anything against
the ocandidate from a politioul or economic point of view, In praotice, then,
each candidate bafore applying for admission must sssure by personal measures
and by gifts the goodwill of all the members of the kolkhoz. This method

ia gonerally successful, given the solidarity which ties together all the
native inhabitunts vis-h-vis the Soviset ocoupler.

Army

In the town of Tlumaos there are no wmits of the Soviet Army, A unit of

infantrymen = (probubly a regiment} is atetioned in the suburd of Tlumacs

called Slobodka. The soldiera are quartered in u camp. Without exception

they come from Russia. On the other hand, the recruita from Tlumacz are all
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sont to unitd stationsd in Russia. From the arrival of the Soviets in 1945
o soldiers reoruited in Tlumsax had
reiurned to the town. wWeYer, oy write to their families, ’

In the envirens of Tlumeos there aro noeither motorized troops nor artillery
units nor air basesc The infantry regiment mentioned above had only

a fow motor vehicles at its disposal (the majority of the trucks wers of
Amovrican origin). Fassenger ocars are extremaly rure, Ouly the military
commandant and the highest dignitaries of the town had some Jesps at their
digposal, which are considersd a great luxury., With the exosption of some
bicyoles which the native populution has possessed zince before ths war,
bioycles are very rare. Only the NCO8 in the army and the militis have them.

Press and Propaguanda

Noxspapers which one cun buy loanlly are: Pravda, homsowvlets, Svouodne
Ukvaina, and possibly the journal Vilna Ukra;nt w¥nicn appears at Lvove

On the whole, the official propaganda does not tend to foment discord be~

twsan the Poles and Ukrainians. Coatrary to what is done in Poland, it is

rare that the Soviet press or radio attacks the pre-war Polish government.

The only motif whioh i3 sometimes repeated justifies the annexation of the

aastern territories of Poland to the USSE. ("Tho Soviet army liberated the
Ukreinisn lands from the yoks of ths Polish capitalists!)

#ith the exception of the Jews the population hua been practically out off
from all contacts with the west, even with Poland, espacially since 1947 when
individual radio sets wers repluced by the (Stute) radic subscription servios.
Therefors, the population does not lmow what goes on in Poland and rumors

of the most fantastic sort circulate (for example, that the larger part of
ths Follah bishope have been arrested). The population lmows of the existencs
of the Polish political emigration und of the government-in-exile but it
csonsiders that neither ome can do much under the present clreumstances., How-
avér, the populution feels sympathy for them, Such iz not the case in regard
to General Anders, whe, for reasons unkmown to the informant, is ccnsidered

a traitor beoause hs sold the Folish army to the English. This unpopularity
of the Polish general follows the sentimants of the population toward the
British Zmpirs. The populaticn thoroughly dstests the English, whom i%
conaiders truitors and the ouse responsible for their (the populution’s)
misfortune. The people say, "The Bnglish ars worse than the Rusgians bsoause
they were our friends; we fousht for them; and, for all that, they huve
betrayed us by delivering us to the Ruasiang,"

The feelings toward the United States are marked wita mors sympathy, lowe
aver, the ameriduns are reproached for t.ueir fesbleness and inuecision, for
not having made & wur to liberate the peoples raduced to slavery., Finally,
they aure reproached for having delivered to the 3ovists rofuzess #ne, having
flad from the reglon, sought refuge in Germany. Thesa refugess huve sub=
sequsntly been shot by the Soviet authorities. This faot has cwused great
resontment everywhers in the USSR (prooably exploited by soviaet propuganda).
It has evoked very livaly comments und is generally considered a felony on
the part of ths americans.

The #olidurity of the different ethnic groups vis-A-vis the ocoupisr is
indicated by the absendce of all animosity and of all chuuvinism. The oloocdy
quarrels whioh divided the Poles and the Ukrainians under the Jerman ocoupation
have totally disuppesrsed. A% present, the feeling whioh prevalils is that
whather it ia Poland or the Ukraine does not matter, providing that it is

not Russia, However, even the Ukrainians think that Polund has a greater
chunce of recovering its independence and of returning to its frontiers of
1939 than the Ukraine. : )

4t the beginning of the Korean war the Soviets spreud rumors among the looal
population thut the Germsn popilation would soon iolluw the example of the
Koreans. Thess rumues, nowseer ceanzd to be epresi after some timeo
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At the beginning of autumn 1950 a teuwm of propuganda agents cume from Groat
Russia to Tlumaos to recruit volunteers fur Koreu, Thres members of the
Homsomol «llowed themselves to be enrolled. They depurtou savrtly, but since
then no ons has had news of them, The recruitin; oi veoluateurs was also

unde rtaken among the Soviet soldiers belonging to tne intantry unit stutioned
near Tlumacs. When this auction produced no results, tas soluiers wao aid not
voluntear to leave for Eores were rejuired to sign & written asclaration.
Following this measure, a certuln number were designatea "volunteers". The
"volunteer” soldisrs left their unit at Tiumacz and departed for the U3SR.

£ sistanoce

Cn the whols, with the exception of the young elements in the 2omsomol, the
majJorisy of the local population is flerosly opposed to the Joviet authorities,
including tho members of the kolxzhozy, who urdently wish for the return of
individusl rural economy. The fheling of hatred toward the 3oviets is felt
¢ually by the Poles, Ukrainians, and Jews, The latter, always the best
informed, sesk to fles Lo westorn couptries although they are the onss least
subject Yo persecutions. However, this hatrsd toward the occupler cannot

to belleved to take the form of active or even of pussive resistance. Until
1948 tha people hoped for u war which would bring & change in the situation
and This hope stimulutsd the activity of various organizatione. sacoording

%o the informant, thers were up to this time clundestine nets composed of
Ukrainiang, Poles, and Germans which the populution sald were operating in the
Garpathisns and in the forest of Bialowiezu. The unity of action of the dif-
ferent etlmio groups darived, on one hand, from a true community of ideas

and from common hatred toward the Russians and,on the other hand,from rumcrs
which were oirculuting then thut the Polish government-in-exile had reached

an ggreement with the Ukrainlan govermment.

mu‘ rail lines ocunawetin, tne UsSR
Wi ermany. - s traln bearing gifts for Stalin frow Germany was uerailed,

However, since sbout 1949 the population has been rasigned to = lon, wait.

The looul population evidently supports those wao are perascuted for political
reasons, facilitetes their flight,and foeds them. dut it aoes so only with
axtrama prudence u.nd in s manner whioh will not compromise the population.
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